Shelter vehicle encampment on SFSU-vicinity streets
APT, Streets Division Senior Staff Meeting, 8/29/23

Situation

120+ inhabited vehicles (mainly big RVs) parked on Lake Merced Blvd / Winston Dr / Buckingham Way
e Has grown from 25-50-75-120 over past four years

Other area streets, notably Vidal Dr, also encamped
e Semi-trailer cabs also commonly parked on Vidal & LMB

Lake Merced quick-build project approved in January by MTAB, will convert curb parking on LMB
e Initial segment of project will convert curb parking on east side of LMB betw Higuera and
Winston
Must clear curb to commence construction, now targeting late Sept
HOT/HSH have been conducting outreach to shelter vehicles on LMB since March, few
placements
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Sup Melgar wants curb cleared and managed, for LMB QB & general order
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SFSU pressing harder as well, citing real and perceived hazards
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LMB QB implementation already treading water

Regulations and enforcement
Shelter vehicle dwellers mostly obeying parking rules, move for street cleaning, 72-hour warnings

Scant posted regulations at present (street cleaning, some red curb)
e Vidal Dris RPP Area E, 4-hr & 2-hr limits for non-permitted vehicles

Parking time limits proposed for Winston Dr & Buckingham Way
® 4-hr limit, Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm
e Proposal on MTAB 7/18 consent agenda but pulled due to clerical error
e Nevertheless much comment in opposition, as expected

Police Code Art 1.1 / Sec 97 — Vehicular Habitation Prohibited
e Misdemeanor, must be served on person, not vehicle
e Up to $1000 fine or 6 months in jail, or both
® Applies citywide, posted or not (10pm-6am, variant for R* zoned streets but effectively all)
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Difficult to enforce, rarely used (mainly scarecrow), might not withstand legal contest (Desertrain
etc)


https://www.sfmta.com/projects/lake-merced-quick-build-project
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_police/0-0-0-421
https://caselaw.findlaw.com/court/us-9th-circuit/1670153.html

Transpo Code Sec 7.2.54 — Oversize vehicle overnight restriction

e Where duly posted, may not park vehicle or trailer or both, over 22' long or 7' tall, between
10pm-6am

e Added to Div | in late 2012 (effective 3/31/13) and instantly controversial
Ordinary citation ($108 fine)

e Effectively embargoed by MTAB with few exceptions (last used for Univ Mound Reservoir
perimeter, Feb 2019)

SFMTA will impound vehicles with 5+ unpaid citations (after boot/warning)
e But recent CA Court of Appeal decision finds warrantless "scofflaw" tows unconstitutional
o opinion here, Chronicle article here

e Only permissible to tow vehicles without warrant for emergency or blocked circulation

SFMTA will not tow an occupied vehicle (but will seek SFPD help in clearing an occupied vehicle if
necessary)

Even if shelter vehicles are pushed away from SFSU vicinity, they'll mostly end up on other SF streets
Even if shelter vehicles are towed, many of those will be auctioned and return to SF streets

And of course many vulnerable lives will be upended and de-sheltered

(recognizing that not all vehicle residents are vulnerable people, but SFMTA has no way of evaluating)
Path forward?

Winston Dr due for repavement next spring, strong natural opportunity to "reset" the ROW there, with
new curb use regulations part of a suite of policy-positive changes including better bikeways etc.

e Shelter vehicles will have to move, in any event, at least temporarily

"Safe Parking" — off-street refuge for vehicle residents
® Only one in SF at present: "Bayview Vehicle Triage Center" at Candlestick Point State Rec Area,

maxed out at ~50 vehicles (brutally honest overview here)
Second VTC budgeted, dozens of sites ID'd but none viable

Mavyor has now re-allocated second-site funding, Candlestick lease expires at end of year, may

not renew

Citywide ban on on-street overnight OV (not just RV) parking?
— with qualified accommodation for commercial vehicles (with expensive permit, better to find a
barn)
— and qualified accommodation for shelter vehicles (with cheap/free permit and conditions)


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_transportation/0-0-0-51781
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YSaBkUPk7cPy6TSpQopZm0B5T4sFzebp/view?usp=share_link
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/san-francisco-towing-vehicles-18254937.php?sid=5e78066d576f2c4f7b60b5fd&ss=A&st_rid=9b2df297-1dae-42ca-93fb-baba8a6531e9
https://www.allhomeca.org/solutions/bayview-vehicle-triage-center/
https://sfstandard.com/2023/02/19/bayview-vehicle-triage-center-exposes-the-challenge-of-alternative-shelter-approaches/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/sf-rv-safe-parking-homeless-18130612.php

BoS deliberated such a citywide OV ban in 2004 (Sup Ma, no permit aspect) but did not advance
Pacifica CA is under court order to make a similar on-street accommodation (they'd tried
banning OVs on streets at city engineer’s discretion, see Geary et al v City of Pacifica)

Olympia WA has an on-street shelter vehicle permit system that serves as "waiting room" for

safe parking and tiny house villages etc


https://www.cityofpacifica.org/departments/police/vehicles-traffic/oversized-vehicles-parking
https://www.aclunc.org/our-work/legal-docket/geary-et-al-v-city-pacifica-rv-parking
https://www.chronline.com/stories/olympia-launches-permitting-system-for-vehicles-parked-on-ensign-road,294683

